THEATER GLOSED;
THOUPE JOBLESS

Owner W. M. Abrahamson and
Players in Controversy |
Over Salaries.

PERFORMERS STRANDED;
OWNER HAS CLAIMS, T0O

Answering Demand for. Money
for Costumes, He Says Men
Played in Street Clothes.

Canccllation by Wt Abrahamson
owner of the New Empress theater,
of the engagement of the Manhatta
Musical CTotnedy company yYesterda
1evealed a novel sitnation in whicl
the troupe claimg salaries while Abra
hamson has a counter claim of $200
against the players. P }

As a result of the temporary clos- |
ing of the plavhouse, ahout 10 mem-\
bers of the company are stranded
here. ‘

In reply to thie demand for mone_v‘
which the company claims to be due
for costumes, Abrahamson said last
night that the players had *“no cos-
tumes 1o speak of” angd._that the
chorus was “something awful.” The
prineipals possess ability, he said,

“Chorus Couldw’t Sing.”

“The chorus, which was new to the
'stage, could not sing and had but
few ‘changes,”* declarcd Abrahamson,
*“The men appecared In their street
clothes. 1 advanced the players $200
by wire before they came and when
1 saw them play for the first time T
told Manager Knill that the show was
not satisfactory. He asked for time
to gmet a few new chorus girls.  The
girls did not arrive and when [ saw
“The Telephone Girl® Sunday 1 de-
cided that the puhlic had endured
‘enough. 1 have not received a cent
of the mceney advanced for their
fares.”
 Abrahamson said that the New
IZmpress will upen neat Sunday with
& new show. ,
: Claim_ Salaries. .
 According to Hudson Freeborn, one
of the leading players of the Manhat-
tau compand, the organlzation has
c¢laims for salaries due on a six-neek’s
contract. Yo admitted that the sal-
aries for the first week were paid.
~ The plasers will coutinue reporting
reguiarly for matinee and night per-
formanees, Freeborn said
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